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At the Cancer and Leukemia Group
B (CALGB), the best investigators
from U.S. academic and community
medical centers are supported by a
large network of exceptional health
care providers, patient advocates,
clinical research professionals, and
administrators. In a research com-
munity filled with so many valuable
individuals, some truly exemplary
work inevitably goes unnoticed.

The Richard L. Schilsky Cancer and Leukemia
Group B Achievement Award was established in
2010 to remedy this oversight; the award was
designed to acknowledge promising research
conducted by one of our own investigators and
offer institutional support to help advance their
research. As an organization, it is vital that we
identify and honor the incredible people
responsible for our success in the research that
transforms care for cancer patients.

The award is made possible through generous
donations from CALGB members and industry
supporters. It is presented each year at the
CALGB Summer Group Meeting held in June,
where awardees give a brief presentation of
their work at the plenary session.

All CALGB members are welcome and
encouraged to submit nominations for this
award. Please help us find the "unsung heroes"
of the CALGB so that they can receive the
thanks that they so richly deserve.

2011 Award Recipient
Eric J. Small, M.D.
Dr. Small is the Ascherman Professor
of Medicine at the University of
California, San Francisco (UCSF) and
Chief of the Division of Hematology-
Oncology and Director of Clinical
Science at the UCSF Helen Diller
Family Comprehensive Cancer

Center. He is the GU section editor for the Journal of
Clinical Oncology and a Principal Investigator in the
Prostate Cancer Clinical Trials Consortium. His research
focus is prostate cancer, and he is currently coordinating
30 active protocols for the treatment of urologic malig-
nancies. He is a member of several professional medical
societies, including the American Society of Clinical
Oncology and the American Urological Association.

At the CALGB when Dr. Small undertook leadership of
the Prostate Committee, he added expertise in other GU
tumors, expanding the clinical trial portfolio and trans-
forming the committee into the GU Committee as we
know it today. A comprehensive correlative sciences port-
folio was also developed and major contributions were
made in devising a model to predict overall survival in
men with castration-resistant prostate cancer. Under his
tenure as GU Committee Chair, the GU Committee has
become an influential collection of thought leaders with
a track record of conducting large studies with signifi-
cant impact in the treatment of genitourinary cancers.
Amongst Dr. Small’s greatest legacy is his involvement
and guidance of junior faculty within the CALGB and the
great pride he takes in the accomplishments of his
mentees. Under his guidance, they have developed into
top notch researchers ensuring that the cooperative
group mission thrive and the treatment of GU cancers
will continue to improve.


